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STW Road Trip Stops in Memphis
MEMPHIS, TN – May 25, 2011 – Three Waynesburg University students made Memphis one of their many stops during their 75-day summer road trip. The trip will take them across 35 states with one mission: to promote the Spread the Word to End the Word campaign and advocate for full inclusion for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD).   
K Scarry (from Herndon, Virginia), Sarah Blais (from Attleboro, Massachusetts) and Samantha “Sam” Civitate (from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania) offer presentations on the need for an inclusive society to a variety of groups, including students and campers, Boy Scouts, religious organizations, government officials, and community leaders.  They hope to educate their audiences about the innumerable talents and abilities people with IDD possess, and teach them to see their peers with disabilities the same way they do – as classmates, as colleagues, as friends, and most importantly, as equals.
The Down Syndrome Association of Memphis & the Mid-South (DSAM) helped book an on-air interview at WREG Channel 3’s LIVE at 9 on Friday, May 20. From there, the students staffed a booth at the Memphis Bike to Work Day held in the Civic Center Plaza to share information about their trip and Best Buddies. 
“We met so many amazing people that told us about their lives and how they are affected by the negative effect of the r-word,” said Sam when asked about their experiences in Memphis. “We had over 200 people sign our banner and pledge to stop hateful speech!”
During their stop in Memphis, the students also had the opportunity to tour St. Jude and visit with Reverend Samuel Kyles at the National Civil Rights Museum. Their tourist stops were secondary only to their mission to Spread the Word to End the Word.

-more-

The Spread the Word to End the Word campaign is an ongoing effort by Best Buddies International and Special Olympics to raise the consciousness of society about the dehumanizing and hurtful effects of the r-word, (“retard(ed)”) and encourage people around the world to pledge to stop using it. 
The students are documenting their journey on their blog, http://stwroadtrip.bestbuddies.org/. You can also follow them at www.twitter.com/stwroadtrip and www.facebook.com/stwroadtrip. Additional information about the campaign, including instructions on how to take the pledge, is available at www.r-word.org.

Learn about local resources by contacting DSAM at 901-547-7588 or go online to www.dsamemphis.org. 
About DSAM

The mission of the Down Syndrome Association of the Mid-South is to support and empower people with Down syndrome and their families.  DSAM envisions a Mid-South that accepts, promotes and embraces individuals with developmental disabilities in all aspects of life. For additional information about DSAM, visit www.dsamemphis.org.
About Best Buddies International
Best Buddies® is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to establishing a global volunteer movement that creates opportunities for one-to-one friendships, integrated employment and leadership development for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  Founded in 1989 by Anthony K. Shriver, Best Buddies is a vibrant organization that has grown from one original chapter to almost 1,500 middle school, high school, and college chapters worldwide.  Today, Best Buddies’ seven formal programs – Middle Schools, High Schools, Colleges, Citizens, e-Buddies® , Jobs and Ambassadors – engage participants in each of the 50 states and in 50 countries, positively impacting the lives of nearly 700,000 people with and without disabilities around the world.  As a result of their involvement with Best Buddies, people with intellectual and developmental disabilities secure rewarding jobs, live on their own, become inspirational leaders, and make lifelong friendships.  For more information, please visit www.bestbuddies.org.

About Special Olympics
Special Olympics is an international organization that changes lives by encouraging and empowering people with intellectual disabilities, promoting acceptance for all, and fostering communities of understanding and respect worldwide.  Founded in 1968 by Eunice Kennedy Shriver, the Special Olympics movement has grown from a few hundred athletes to nearly 3.5 million athletes in over 170 countries in all regions of the world, providing year-round sports training, athletic competition health screenings, and other related programs.  Special Olympics now takes place every day, changing the lives of people with intellectual disabilities in all regions of the world and in community playgrounds and ball fields in every small neighborhood’s backyard.  Special Olympics provide people with intellectual disabilities continuing opportunities to realize their potential, develop physical fitness, and demonstrate courage and experience joy and friendship.  Visit Special Olympics at www.specialolympics.org. 
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