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Make Strides at STEP UP for Down Syndrome
MEMPHIS, TN, October 5, 2011 – The 2011 STEP UP for Down Syndrome event will take place on Sunday, October 16th from noon until 4 at the beautiful Memphis Botanic Garden. This will mark the 14th year for the event, held each October during Down Syndrome Awareness Month.  
“This event is a call-to-action for community members and leaders to join us as we celebrate the abilities and accomplishments of individuals with Down syndrome,” says DSAM’s Executive Director Alyson Edwards.
“It really is such a positive way to educate the community and spread Down syndrome awareness. Over 4,000 people participated in 2010, which makes this the biggest disability event in the Mid-South.” 

STEP UP for Down Syndrome is an annual fundraiser for The Down Syndrome Association of Memphis & the Mid-South (DSAM). Healthy competition is encouraged between Teams to have the most members and to raise the most money.

Jennifer Atkeison is the events manager for DSAM and has been working with families and their teams to boost fundraising efforts leading up to the walk. 

-more-

“One team raised over $1,000 with a kickball tournament and another was raffling an iPad,” she says. 
“It will be exciting to see which team wins the award for most funds raised.”    
Jim Jaggers from WREG News Channel 3 and Leon Griffin, formerly of Fox 13, will be on hand to emcee the event from the Main Stage. Performances and presentations on the Main Stage will highlight the many talents of individuals with disabilities in our area.
Registration is only $10 per person and can be completed online at www.dsamsuds.org. The registration fee includes entrance to the event, a one-mile walk, children’s activities and games, food, and an event t-shirt. 
Funds raised during STEP UP for Down Syndrome allow DSAM to carry out the organization’s mission to support and empower individuals with Down syndrome and their families. DSAM yearly programming includes family and community outreach, education, training, research and advocacy efforts.
For more information, contact DSAM at 901-547-7588 or go online to www.dsamemphis.org. 
About DSAM

The mission of the Down Syndrome Association of the Mid-South is to support and empower people with Down syndrome and their families.  DSAM envisions a Mid-South that accepts, promotes and embraces individuals with developmental disabilities in all aspects of life.

For additional information about DSAM, visit www.dsamemphis.org.
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